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Water Conservation Requirements 
Established During Droughts

Drought Requirement
1988-1992 -Water Supplier BMPs

-Landscape Ordinance
-1.6 GPF Toilets

2007-2009 -20%x 2020 

2013-2016 -SWRCB Mandatory Reductions
-Revised Landscape Ordinance
-Water Conservation and Planning 
recommendations
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Executive Order B-37-16

• Issued May 2016, directs 5 state agencies to 
develop recommendations for a long term water 
use efficiency and drought planning framework

• Lists 13 action items that focus on 4 objectives

•Water Use Targets

•Water Waste prohibitions

•Water shortage Contingency Planning

• Agricultural Water Management Planning
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Recommendation Development

•Over last 6 months, EO Agencies have held 
listening sessions, stakeholder meetings and 
webinars to receive input and feedback on the 
development of new framework

•Public Review Draft released in December.

•Final staff report sent to the Governor’s Office on 
January 20th.
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Recommendations: Water Use Targets

•Establish a water budget target framework  for 
retail water suppliers based on:

•Commercial, Industrial and Institutional Sector 
implement performance measures 

•Water suppliers begin reporting on residential 
water use in 2019 and on all sectors in 2021 with 
the goal of meeting targets in 2025

11



Water Waste Prohibitions

•State Water Resources Control Board will go 
through rulemaking to establish permanent 
prohibitions for wasteful water practices

•Continued implementation of distribution system 
water loss reporting and validation
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Recommendations: Water Shortage 
Contingency Planning

•Submit an annual water supply and demand 
report

•Revise and standardize reporting requirements in 
urban water management plans

• Increase drought risk assessment from 3 to five 
years

•Have counties include a drought planning as part 
of their hazard mitigation plans.
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Recommendations: Agricultural Water 
Management Plans

•Require water budget and water use fraction 
quantification in agricultural water management 
plans

•Revise annual reporting requirements to better 
support the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act
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Next Steps:

•Anticipate that the Governor’s Office will release 
Final report in February.

•Many of the recommendations will require 
legislation to implement
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Questions/Comments?

Contact Info:   Peter Brostrom
brostrom@water.ca.gov
(916) 651 7034
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