
Drought is gripping the nation, especially in California, and contributing 
to cascading disasters including wildfires, floods, and landslides. 
What can water and wastewater utilities do, especially small and 
disadvantaged utilities?

Who is providing help? U.S. EPA is coordinating with federal and 
state partners to offer a one-stop shop to help water and wastewater 
utilities with identifying possible drought mitigation strategies, as 
well as to help utilities understand the types of funding available to 
mitigate drought and who to contact if they want to get started. 

What types of drought projects could be eligible? Aquifer storage 
and recovery, groundwater replenishment, green infrastructure, 
deeper wells, infiltration wells, water reuse, alternative water sources, 
floodplain and stream restoration, flood diversion and storage, water 
loss audits, leak detection projects, etc. Nature-based solutions are 
especially encouraged. 

If you answer yes to any of the following questions, EPA would 
like to hear from you:

• Do you need help in developing a drought contingency plan?
See EPA’s Drought Response and Recovery Guide.

• Do you have a shovel-ready or near shovel-ready project to address
drought and need funding?

• Do you need help in identifying possible mitigation strategies to
address drought and other associated hazards?

Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  F U N D IN G
T O  M I T I G A T E  D R O U G H T ?  
O p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f r e e  a d v i c e  f o r  y o u r  u t i l i t y  o n  
p o t e n t i a l  d r o u g h t  f u n d in g  a n d  m i t i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t s

One-stop shop of  government funding agencies and exper ts

D r o u g h t  F u n d i n g  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  W a t e r  a n d  W a s t e w a t e r  U t i l i t i e s

W H O  S H O U L D  R E Q U E S T  H E L P ?
Drinking water, wastewater and storm water utility staff and management staff involved in finance and risk.

H o w  t o  g e t  f r e e  a s s i s t a n c e
f o r  y o u r  u t i l i t y :
Em a il y o u r  u t i lit y  n am e , c it y , s t a te  a n d  
p h o n e  n u m b e r  to :  
D r o u g h t Q u e s t io n s@ e p a .g o v
a n d  w e  w ill c o n ta c t  y o u .  
W e  e n c o u ra g e  sm a ll a n d  d is a d v a n ta g e d  
u t i lit ie s  to  re a c h  o u t .

• EPA’s Federal Funding for Utilities – Water/Wastewater –
in National Disasters (Fed FUNDS)

• EPA’s Addressing and Mitigating Drought with Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund

• California’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Program

• EPA’s Integrating Water Reuse into the Clean Water State
Revolving Fund

• California’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program

• California Small Community Drought Relief Program

• EPA’s Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act

• FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (post-disaster)
in California

• FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities (BRIC) (pre-disaster) in California

• USDA Rural Development Water Grants/Loans

• USDA Emergency Community Water Assistance Grant
(ECWAG) Program

• Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART Grants

• HUD Community Development Block Grants

• California Water System Drought Assistance

https://www.epa.gov/wifia/what-wifia
https://www.epa.gov/fedfunds
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/documents/addressing_and_mitigating_drought_with_the_dwsrf-final.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/services/funding/SRF.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-04/documents/cwsrf_water_reuse_best_practices.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/cal-oes-divisions/recovery/disaster-mitigation-technical-support/404-hazard-mitigation-grant-program
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/cal-oes-divisions/hazard-mitigation/pre-disaster-flood-mitigation
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/all-programs/water-environmental-programs
https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/index.html
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg/
mailto:DroughtQuestions@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/waterutilityresponse/drought-response-and-recovery-guide-water-utilities
https://urldefense.us/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Furldefense.us*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Fwww.grants.ca.gov*2Fgrants*2Fsmall-community-drought-relief-program*2F__*3B!!JRQnnSFuzw7wjAKq6ti6!nS9C1upe5aAdU8A4V75DediRPiArHaf1t93HLeBm-VNDVSmDDNj6rzewWsjYZ6blpw*24&data=04*7C01*7Cison.dawn*40epa.gov*7Cb1f14d9279fc47372acb08d97d1cefae*7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7*7C0*7C0*7C637678385496956348*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=LmRW0ZZjR8Z8gEhDJgoTrHSTZQZysk2Q6pm4GrcBTxI*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!JRQnnSFuzw7wjAKq6ti6!mQ3O8eoBpc_78uwzSWr39tFv7eNVMaVuJ_4xK7IdASGV7D-n6Q9A3BxaRHCIzUeGcA$
https://urldefense.us/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Furldefense.us*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fwww.rd.usda.gov*2Fprograms-services*2Fwater-environmental-programs*2Femergency-community-water-assistance-grants*26data*3D04*7C01*7Cison.dawn*40epa.gov*7Cc2ed448feaeb483b1dc708d97c7db4ab*7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7*7C0*7C0*7C637677701602810331*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000*26sdata*3DDEzxPmB1zj*2BkmzUjqjXwnyj3w1odmf6*2BUc50v*2FdLDbw*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!JRQnnSFuzw7wjAKq6ti6!nS9C1upe5aAdU8A4V75DediRPiArHaf1t93HLeBm-VNDVSmDDNj6rzewWsiBZqrXvA*24&data=04*7C01*7Cison.dawn*40epa.gov*7Cb1f14d9279fc47372acb08d97d1cefae*7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7*7C0*7C0*7C637678385496956348*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=FXIfWZ*2FySTy8IGNCV2pHp8qsKC1Hq3TukEnWfHtmRxA*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKioqKiUlKioqKioqKioqKioqJSUqKioqJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!JRQnnSFuzw7wjAKq6ti6!mQ3O8eoBpc_78uwzSWr39tFv7eNVMaVuJ_4xK7IdASGV7D-n6Q9A3BxaRHD1Y4lh6Q$
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drought/drought_assistance.html



