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Why Focus on Flavored
Tobacco?

Flavored tobacco products are often a BusLicense@saccounty.gov

starter product for youths that can lead
to long-term addiction. Youths also use
flavored products significantly more than
other age groups. Flavored tobacco bans
will reduce the potential for youths to
begin or continue using tobacco

products.
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What is the Flavored
Tobacco Sales Ban?

The ban prohibits Tobacco Retail
License holders from selling any
tobacco product or byproduct
including but not limited to
cigars, cigarillos, vape liquid, and
hookah tobacco that imparts a
characterizing flavor.

What is a Flavored
Tobacco Product?

“Flavored tobacco product”
means any tobacco product that
imparts a characterizing flavor.

“Characterizing flavor” means
a taste or aroma, other than the
taste or aroma of tobacco,
imparted either prior to or during
consumption of a tobacco
product or any byproduct
produced by the tobacco product,
including, but not limited to,
tastes or aromas relating to
menthol, mint, wintergreen, fruit,
chocolate, vanilla, honey, candy,
cocoa, dessert, alcohol beverage,
herb, or spice.

When Did the Ban Take
Effect?

The ban took effect on July 25, 2022
in the unincorporated areas of Sacra-
mento County, through an amend-
ment of the Tobacco Retailer Business
License (Sacramento County Code
Chapter 4.07).

When is it a License
Violation?

It shall be a violation of a license for a
licensee or his or her agents or
employees to sell or offer for sale any
flavored tobacco product. There is a
rebuttable presumption that a tobacco
product is a flavored tobacco product
if a manufacturer or its agents or
employees has made a public state-
ment or claim that the tobacco prod-
uct has or produces a characterizing
flavor, including but not limited to,
text, color, or images on the product’s
labeling or packaging that are used to
expressly or impliedly communicate
that a tobacco product has a
characterizing flavor.

While the State of
California exempts loose
leaf tobacco, certain ci-

gars and hookah, the
County of Sacramento
does not.

What Happens if
Flavored Tobacco is
Found?

If a business is found to have any
flavored tobacco or nicotine
product available to customers,
the Tobacco Retailer License
may be subject to suspension or
revocation.

Examples of Restricted
Tobacco Products

Menthol Flavored Smokeless
Cigarettes Tobacco
(e.g.. Newport Menthol, KOOL Blue) (e.g.. SKOAL Wintergreen)

Flavored e-juice/pods Flavored Little
(e-g-. JUUL Menthol, Blu liquid Cigars/Cigarillos
Blueberry, Vuse Solo Melon) (e.g.. Swisher Sweets Grape)

Flavored Wraps Concept Flavors
Backwoods Honey, High Hemp (e.g.. Unicorn Milk Ice,
are Berry, Zig-Zag Orange) Tropical Mix)



