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Cottage Food Operations - CFO
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The California Homemade Food Act became effective on January 1, 2013. 

This law allows certain state app​roved foods, known as Cottage Foods, to be made in 
private homes and sold to the public. 

Cottage food products are non-potentially hazardous foods that are unlikely to grow 
harmful bacteria or other toxic microorganisms at room temperature.

Note: Cannabis-infused edibles are not an approved cottage food product.
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DFDCS/CDPH Document Library/FDB/FoodSafetyProgram/CottageFood/ApprovedCottageFoodsList.pdf


Approved “Cottage Foods” examples
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Only foods listed on the CDPH Approved CFO products list may be made with a Cottage 
Food Permit. 
 Bread, cookies, candy

 Baking mixes, coffee

 Frostings, icings, and fondants that do not contain eggs, cream, or cream cheese

 Honey and sorghum syrups, flavored extracts

 Fruit butters, jams, jellies

 Nuts, nut mixes, and nut butters

 Vinegars and mustards
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Approved “Cottage Foods”
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The CDPH Approved CFO products list can be 
found at:
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DFDCS/CDPH%20D
ocument%20Library/FDB/FoodSafetyProgram/CottageFood/
ApprovedCottageFoodsList.pdf

Review the list to read about limitations and 
exceptions for different products.
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DFDCS/CDPH Document Library/FDB/FoodSafetyProgram/CottageFood/ApprovedCottageFoodsList.pdf


Where to start - Contact EMD
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If you are thinking about starting a Cottage Food Operation – Contact EMD!
Specialists are available to answer questions and provide more information.

Call Monday-Friday 8-10 am: (916) 875-8440 

email: CottageFood@saccounty.gov

Please note:

 A registration or permit is required prior to operation 

 Registration/Permit must be renewed annually through the portal (online application) 
https://emd.saccounty.gov/EH/FoodProtect-RetailFood/Pages/CottageFood.aspx

 Other permits and approvals may be required: Zoning, Planning Dept. (County/City),
Business Licensing, Business Operations Tax Certificate
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Types of CFO Permits
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Class A registration “Direct Sales”

 Register with EMD through online portal                             

 No initial or routine inspection

 Inspection may be conducted for a consumer complaint 

 Sales are allowed from CFO directly to consumer

 Cottage Food A gross annual sales cannot exceed $75,000.
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Class B Permit “Direct Sales” & “Indirect Sales” 

 Apply for permit through EMD online portal

 One inspection per year 

 Inspection may be conducted for consumer complaint

 Direct sales allowed as listed under Class A

 Indirect Sales allowed: foods may be sold indirectly through a permitted third 
party retailer such as restaurants and retail markets.

 Cottage Food B gross annual sales cannot exceed $150,000.
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Operational Requirements 
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 Must be registered and approved prior to operation

 Food Processor/Food Handler Card/Food Safety Certification required within 90 
days of approval

 Must practice proper handwashing before/during food preparation

 Water used for cleaning and as an ingredient must be potable

 Foods must have proper labeling; “Made in a Home Kitchen” or “Repackaged in 
a Home Kitchen”, as applicable 
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Cottage Food Operation Self-Certification Checklist
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 No other domestic activities happening at the same time when food for 
cottage food operation is being prepared

 No infants or pets may be in the kitchen during food preparation

 Kitchen equipment and utensils maintained in good repair

 Food contact surfaces must be washed, rinsed, and sanitized

 Food preparation and storage areas shall be free of rodents and insects

 Smoking is not allowed in the prep areas while food is being prepared 

Environmental Management Department



10

SAMPLE FOOD PRODUCT LIST
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Prior to starting your application, please 
ensure that you have the food products list 
completed and ready to upload. 

A template is available on the EMD website.



11

Environmental Management Department

Cottage Food - Sample Label  

Cottage food products are required to be 
labeled in accordance with specific state 
and federal labeling regulations.

A link to CDPH requirements can be found 
on the EMD webpage.



Cottage Food Operation  - notes to remember
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 Registered or permitted area: The portion of the home that contains the 
kitchen and attached rooms within the home used exclusively for storage.

 A cottage food operation is not a permitted “Food Facility” - The home 
may only be used for preparation of approved cottage foods.

 Cottage food products – limited to non-potentially hazardous foods 
prepared in the kitchen of a Cottage Food Operation.

Environmental Management Department



Questions?
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Contacts and Additional Resources
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Contact EMD:  

• (916) 875-8440
• email:  CottageFood@saccounty.gov

EMD Website:
• https://emd.saccounty.gov/EH/FoodProtect-RetailFood/Pages/CottageFood.aspx

Registration/Permit portal (online application):
• Class A Registration & Self-Checklist 

https://emdportal.saccounty.net/servlet/guest?service=0&formId=65
• Class B Permit

https://emdportal.saccounty.net/servlet/guest?service=0&formId=77
• Class B Renewal

https://emdportal.saccounty.net/servlet/guest?service=0&formId=74
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